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SUBJECT: CLOSURE OF INTERNATIONAL AIRWAYS 

REF: (A) DJIBOUTI 0095 (NOTAL); (B) ADDIS ABABA 442 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE ETHIOPIAN NOT AM CITED IN REFTEL B WHICH ADVISES 
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THAT OVERFLIGHTS OF ASSAB ARE STRICTLY FORBIDDEN HAS 
ALSO AFFECTED TWO MAJOR AIRWAYS WHICH TRANSIT THE 
ETHIOPIAN FLIGHT IDENTIFICATION REGION (FIR). 

2. ACCORDING TO FAA AND DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY (DMA) 
OFFICIALS, THE 20 MILE RADIUS OF THE NEW PROHIBITED 
AREA "CENTERED ON POINTS 1301N 42244E FROM ASSAB TOWN" 
ALSO ENCOMPASSES INTERNATIONAL AIRWAYS DR-39 AND DA- 
51, WHICH ARE ADMINISTERED BY ETHIOPIAN AVIATION 
AUTHORITIES. SINCE THE OVERFLIGHT PROHIBITION IS FROM 
GROUND TO HEIGHT UNLIMITED, THESE AIRWAYS ARE REGARDED 
BY FAA AND DMA OFFICIALS AS CLOSED. ALTHOUGH THIS 
OCCURRANCE OF ITSELF IS NOT AN UNCOMMON ONE IN INTER- 
NATIONAL AVIATION (AIRWAYS IN F.I.R.'S ARE PERIODICALLY 
AND LEGITIMATELY CLOSED BY THEIR OPERATING AUTHORITIES 
FOR VARIOUS REASONS), WHAT IS UNSETTLING IS THAT ETHIOPIAN 
AVIATION AUTHORITIES SUGGEST THAT FLIGHTS FLYING DR-39 
AND DA-51 NEED MERELY TO AVOID OVERFLYING THE PROHIBITED 
AREA (THE PORT OF ASSAB) WHEREAS IN FACT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR AN AIRCRAFT ESTABLISHED ON EITHER OF THESE AIRWAYS 
TO DO SO. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE DISCREPANCY, FAA ALSO 
ADVISES THAT DMA S CIVIL CARTOGRAPHER COUNTERPART, 
JEPPENSEN INC., HAS A NOTATION ON THEIR CHART WHICH 
WARNS ALL AIRCRAFT TRANSITING THE ETHIOPIAN FIR TO DO 

SO ONLY ON ESTABLISHED AIRWAYS. DMA CHARTS DO NOT HAVE 
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THIS WARNING. ALTHOUGH JEPPENSEN HAS YET TO INFORM FAA 
OF THE BASIS OF THIS WARNING, IF IT IS ACCURATE, IT 
WILL FURTHER UNDERSCORE THE NEED FOR THE GOE AVIATION 
AUTHORITIES TO READDRESS THEIR PROHIBITION. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST EMB NOTIFY APPROPRIATE 
GOE AVIATION AUTHORITIES OF THE SUBSTANCE OF PARA 2 AND 
REQUEST THEY EITHER (1 ) AMEND THE NOTICE TO AIRMEN 
(NOTAM) TO ALLOW SCHEDULED AND UNSCHEDULED AIRCRAFT 
TO UTILIZE DR-39 AND DA-51 OR (2) PROVIDE BY-PASS 
ROUTING. 

5. FYI: FAA WAS UNAWARE OF THIS NOTAM UNTIL RECEIPT 
OF REFTELS. VANCE 
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NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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